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Agenda Item No 14
Defra consultation on direct elections and parish members
Report by Chief Executive
	Summary: 
This report informs members of the background to the consultation published by Defra and sets out a timetable and a process for the Authority to develop its response.
Recommendation:
That the Authority consults widely, both with national and local organisations, on the questions posed in the Defra consultation on direct elections and parish members and, following the receipt of these views and those from the meeting of the Broads Forum on 9 October, the Authority determines its response at the meeting on 21 November.


1
Background 
1.1
The question of direct elections to national park authorities in England and Wales has been debated on a number of occasions. The Government of the day has consistently rejected such proposals, for example during the passage of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Bill.
1.2
Although outside the scope of he Broads Authority Bill there was pressure in both the Second and Third Reading Debates in the House of Commons for the Government to introduce a proportion of directly elected members.  The House of Commons Committee also asked that this possibility be investigated.  As a result, the Secretary of State is currently carrying out a consultation on this, both for the Authority and National Parks in England. A copy of the consultation paper is in Appendix 1. The deadline for comments is 28 November.

1.3
The paper asks five questions:
1. 
Do you agree/disagree or support/ object   with/to the principle of Direct Elections?

2. 
Do you agree with direct elections resulting in larger authorities?

3. 
If authorities were to remain the same size which members should be replaced in favour of directly elected members

4. 
Do you wish for the Broads to have Parish Members bearing in mind the overall size of the Authority and replacement of any existing members to accommodate them?
5. 
Do you have any outstanding issues?

1.4
The consultation has been sent to the following: local MPs, constituent local authorities, parish council associations and Natural England. From a Broads’ perspective.  This leaves a huge gap in terms of national and local organisations who have a legitimate interest in the outcome of the consultation. It is therefore proposed that the Authority conduct its own consultation encouraging relevant organisations to respond on the five questions to both the Authority and Defra.
1.5
The Broads Forum meets in early October and this will be a key issue for it to consider. The Authority then has time to assimilate this information before coming to a view at its meeting in November.

1.6
The Defra consultation does not consider the case for parish members increasing the size of the Broads Authority’s membership or the potential of direct elected members which different sizes of Authority linked to the potential restructuring of local government.  It is proposed that the case be added into the Broads Authority’s consultation.
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APPENDIX 1 - Defra consultation http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/np-directelections/consultdoc.pdf
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